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By Michael Moore, editor, 
St. Paul Union Advocate

ST. PAUL — In a ceremony on the State 
Capitol grounds, Governor Tim Walz and 
Labor Commissioner Roslyn Robertson 
joined members of Twin Cities Building 
Trades unions in paying tribute to workers 
who died in the past two years due to 
work-related injuries or illnesses. 

Observed each year on April 28, Work-
ers Memorial Day honors those who lost 
their lives on the job. In ceremonies across 
North America, union members pause to 
reflect on the impact workplace deaths 
have on families, co-workers and commu-
nities, and raise awareness of ongoing ef-
forts to ensure safer, healthier workplaces.  

Walz and other speakers at the St. Paul 
ceremony noted that COVID-19 has creat-
ed new hazards and uncertainties for front-
line, essential workers, who have not been 
able to work remotely over the past 14 
months. 

“Those that aren’t with us today, those 
7,000-plus Minnesotans who aren’t here, 
no doubt some of them contracted COVID 
and lost their lives doing their jobs,” Walz 
said. “And we found out very early how es-
sential workers are.” 

“Today is about remembering,” Walz 
added. “But there better be some lessons 
we’ve learned over the last year.” 

Building Trades unions honored 12 fall-
en members at the ceremony, their names 
affixed to white crosses held by family 
members or union representatives. At the 
conclusion of the observance, a speaker 
called out each name, followed by a single 
bell toll, as black sashes were placed over 
the crosses:
n Tor Heglund, Painters Local 386, 

43 years old, auto accident; 2019;
n Eric C. Koepp, Operating Engi-

neers Local 49, 48 years old, construc-
tion accident, 2019;
n Mark Olson, Operating Engineers 

Local 49, 44 years old, construction acci-
dent, 2019;
n Cory Buerke, Bricklayers Local 1, 

38 years old, construction accident, 
2019;
n Justin Duerr, Laborers Local 563, 

23 years old, auto accident, 2019;
n Dennis “Denny Moore, Plumbers 

Local 15, 82 years old, Mesothelioma, 
2019;
n Zachary Pumper, Laborers Local 

563, 34 years old, construction accident, 
2019;
n George McIntosh, Steamfitters 

Pipefitters Local 455, 62 years old, con-
struction accident, 2020;
n Agustin Cuevas, Laborers Local 

563, COVID, 2020;
n Keith Moore, Jr., Painters Local 

386, 36 years old, construction accident, 
2020;

Labor Review photos
For more photos from this event visit 
facebook.com/minneapolisunions

Walz joins Building Trades unions in remembering fallen workers

The ceremony took place at the Workers Memorial Garden on the Minnesota State Capitol grounds.

Above: Governor Tim Walz, “There better be some lessons we’ve learned…”

Left: Standing by the cross bearing the name of Zachary Pumper, Laborers 
Local 563 member, his widow Nicole Pumper and son Jameson.

Mike Gibbons, 30-year member of Sheet 
Metal Workers Local 10, said attending 
the event was “very important for safety 
and respect.”

Labor Commissioner Roslyn Robertson: 
“Many of these tragic losses are entirely pre-
ventable. We owe it to fallen workers, we owe it 
to their families… to get it right.” WORKERS MEMORIAL DAY page 16


