Crisis: Postal workers marched from burned-out post office to demand justice for George Floyd
continued from page 6
arson began — and who is responsible.
In an act of solidarity with protesters,
members of Amalgamated Transit Union
Local 1005 refused to drive buses of people who had been arrested.
More than 1,500 buildings in Minneapolis and St. Paul were damaged and
some were completely destroyed by fire.
The Cub Foods grocery at 27th Ave.
So. and E. Lake St. was looted and a total
loss as well as the Cub Foods on West
Broadway Ave. in north Minneapolis.
The two Cub Foods stores each employed about 175 members of United
Food and Commercial Workers Local
663, reported Matt Utecht, Local 663
president. “A lot of people lived in the
[adjacent] neighborhood,” he added.
The two stores are Jerry’s Cub Foods
franchises and Utecht said Jerry’s quickly
moved to reassign staff from the two nowclosed stores to other locations, trying to
reassign staff based on their home address.
“At this point, everyone has been offered
positions,” Utecht reported June 19.
Two U.S. Post Office stations were
completely destroyed by fire: the Minnehaha Station and the Lake Street Station.
A total of about 70 letter carriers, clerks
and custodians worked at the two post
offices, with Lake Street staff now moved
to the Loring Station and Minnehaha
staff moved to the downtown post office.
“Some of our carriers actually live in
those neighborhoods. It’s been really
hard for some of our members,” said Samantha Hartwig, president of National
Association of Letter Carriers Branch 9.
She added: “what happened to George
Floyd never should have happened. It’s
heartbreaking… We have people who
live in fear of the police every day.”
In a powerful display of solidarity
with the community, rank and file letter
carriers and APWU members organized
a June 7 march from the burned-out Lake
Street station to 38th and Chicago behind
a banner reading, “Postal Workers Demand Justice for George Floyd.”
“What a powerful symbol, postal workers saying you can rebuild a post office, but
you can’t rebuild the life of a man murdered by the police,” said Tyler Vasseur, a
NALC member who helped organize the
march. “If we’re going to rebuild a fighting
labor movement in this country, we need to
fight for the entire working class and that
means taking on police brutality and police
violence,” he said. “It shows the connection between labor and social movements…
We need money for jobs, education and social services, not militarized police.”
Indeed, the most famous old labor
song, “Solidarity Forever,” includes the
line: “We can bring to birth a new world
from the ashes of the old.”
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A candle-light vigil at the “Say Their Names” cemetery, a public artwork created by Anna Barber and Connor Wright. Located at
711 E. 37th St., the memorial includes the names of 100 black Americans who have been killed by police across the nation.
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The Minnehaha Station Post Office: Destroyed by arson.
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A call for donated groceries produced an amazing response.
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Letter carriers, postal workers march for justice for George Floyd.
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Ryan Companies workers board up a site on W. Lake Street.
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